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INTRODUCTION
If ever there was a perplexing area in librarianship, it is the handling of
serial publications. It is inconceivable that any library could operate without
them. It is equally inconceivable that any library can cope with them without
experiencing some sort of trauma. The enormous numbers of them, their
endless variety, their lasting qualities (as to both physical properties and
content), their arrangement and handling present daily and frequently difficult
problems. And, the larger the library, the more these problems emerge to
plague the many librarians who have to deal with them. Users face difficulties
too, and it is, of course, the aim of the librarians to minimize these.
The planning committee conceived this Allerton Park Institute, the six-
teenth in the series annually sponsored by the Graduate School of Library
Science of the University of Illinois, as a step by step discussion of the many
phases of dealing with serials. From Sunday, November 2, to Wednesday,
November 5, 1969, over one hundred speakers and participants met at the
University's conference center, Allerton House, a few miles from Monticello,
Illinois.
As usual at conferences of this sort, many questions were raised, dis-
cussed, sometimes answered and sometimes compounded or left for further
consideration during informal periods following the presentations of the
papers. Many other discussions went on between and after sessions, during
meals, walks and other interludes. Unfortunately, we have no record of any of
these informal gatherings.
Theodore Peterson, Dean of the College of Communications of the
University, was the keynoter. Long concerned with trends in periodical
publications, especially those of a more popular nature, Peterson took a hard
look at the magazine world and its fluid nature, and ended by asking more
questions than he answered.
It was the feeling of the planning committee that selection and acqui-
sition of serials are two entirely different things. William A. Katz, compiler of
"Magazines for Libraries" and frequent contributor to library periodicals
about periodicals, advocated a general revision of buying policies, especially
concerning periodicals which most librarians (and probably more patrons)
usually think of as "off-beat" (or worse). Adrenalin rose, and in some cases
remained high. A somewhat less controversial area is that of acquisitions, the
actual locating, buying and paying for serials. Peter Gellatly also took up
questions of agents, duplicates, and spiraling costs, to cite a few specific
topics.
Kathryn L. Henderson gallantly stepped into an arena which many
catalogers found themselves unable to enter because of various conflicts of
assignments, and produced a major paper on the changing approaches to
serials cataloging. Her husband, William Henderson, binding librarian for the
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the University of Illinois Library, and James Orr, of Hertzberg-New Method,
Inc., gave a pair of papers which presented the varying points of view of the
librarian and of the professional library binder. It is a source of frustration
that the many examples of the binder's art which Orr brought to the Institute
cannot be reproduced here.
Probably the largest collection of serials in the country is that of the
Library of Congress. Samuel Lazerow of the Serial Record Division reviewed
the question of recording information on serial delivery or non-delivery.
Many libraries are experimenting with automated approaches. Donald P.
Hammer of Purdue University Libraries presented what was, in effect, a slide
talk on various methods of recording such information with the assistance of
machines. A few of his illustrations are reproduced here.
Thomas D. Gillies of the Linda Hall Library discussed the peculiar
dilemmas of one particular body of serials those published by the United
States government. He also explored a large body of materials technical
reports which are not exactly serials, but somehow seem to present many of
the same problems.
So far, the papers have been concerned with internal questions. What
about the user? The final two papers are reflections of the needs of patrons,
as well as of staff. Bill M. Woods works closely with questions of bibliographic
control; his paper reflects this interest and the changing trends in indexing.
Warren B. Kuhn's assignment was to consider various methods of housing and
servicing serials, so that they will be of the greatest benefit to the largest
number of patrons in a library of some size.
A paper on union lists was planned for the Institute, but unfortunately
had to be dropped from the schedule. In its place there was a panel discussion
of some of the problems involved. Participants were two of the speakers,
Donald P. Hammer and Kathryn L. Henderson, and Mary MacDonald, of the
Illinois State Library; the chairman of the Institute planning committee
moderated. Essentially, the discussion centered around purposes and, there-
fore, degrees of inclusiveness; methods of compilation; compatibility of
entries so that lists can be consolidated if desired; and methods of updating.
Also touched on was the matter of selectivity in the Union List of Serials and
New Serials Titles, and the need for special supplemental lists of serials not
included in the major national, regional and state lists. While few, if any, firm
conclusions were reached, some patterns of existing lists, needed ones,
methods and usages of them did emerge from the discussion.
No conference just happens. It represents the ideas and hard work of
many people planning committee, staff, speakers, and participants. In this
case, the planning committee had the benefit of the experience and specialized
knowledge of William Huff, serials librarian of the University of Illinois;
Rolland E. Stevens, who was closely involved with acquisitions problems for a
number of years, and Kathryn L. Henderson, who has long been concerned
with questions of serials cataloging. In addition, Herbert Goldhor was able to
steer us gently through the perilous waters of conference planning. Other
members of the faculty assisted in chairing sessions and welcoming partici-
pants.
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As in the past, this Allerton Park Institute was planned and conducted
with the cooperation of the Division of University Extension. In the early
stages Susan Holty was academic coordinator, Extension Library Science,
Division of Library Extension. She was succeeded by Mrs. Donna Lenfest,
whose excellent handling of details concerning rooms, meals, transportation,
and hospitality made the conference a pleasant one. As always, the staff at
Allerton House were efficient, helpful, and cordial; they have our thanks.
That more than ninety people should come from all over the country
(including Puerto Rico) to hear these papers and take part in the discussions is
certainly a sign of interest in the topic. They brought much; we can only
hope that they took something away.
Finally, for those who were here, and for those who were not, we
present this volume of papers, somewhat edited, but preserving the essence of
the ideas of the speakers. Much of the work involved here is the expert copy
editing of Barbara Wallen, of the Publications Office of the Graduate School
of Library Science.
Walter C. Allen
Chairman, Conference Committee
April 1970
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